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DENNE NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCIL

Clerk: Miss Jenny Hartley. 88 Rusper Road, Horsham. RH12 4BN

Phone: 07814 788407. email: denneneighbourhoodclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th September 2011  at 7pm at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, Horsham. RH12 1SL

	Item Number
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
	Meeting opened at 7. pm everyone welcomed by Vice Chairman.

Present:, Jane Apostolou (JA), Trudie Mitchell (TM), Martin Bruton (MB), Eva King (EK) Lynn Barton, (LB) and Emma Ford (EF)
Also present: Cllr Deakins and Cllr Haigh
Apologies received from: Ian Botting (IB),  Cllr Holmes , Cllr Sheldon and Cllr Dennis.

Clerk to the Council – Jenny Hartley
	

	2. Approval of Minutes from last meeting  21.7.11
	Proposed:    MB        . Seconded: LB
Signed by the Chairman
	

	3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
	Nil
	

	4. Finance (L Barton)
	Balance of account: £5373.39. £225 expense expected from Zurich Insurance for Insurance. Payments made for Unitarian Church – Church Hire, T.Mitchell (Expenses and  WSCC (Clerks Salary).
JA raised question as to whether  DNC would pay the Art work invoice for the HTCP newsletter and await reimbursement from the HTCP once their bank account is in place. It was resolved DNC will pay this initial invoice of £80.
	

	5. On-going issues:
	
	

	    5.1 Roads and Rangers
	Pondtail Road –WSCC  agreement in place for the kerbs to have black and white paint added to the kerb under the bridge. 

Blackhorse Way crossing – issues noted relating to pedestrains and also the sight lines for motorists. This response had been send along with other comments to Cllr David Holmes, however there has been no further update to date.
Hills Farm Lane – paving overgrown and the internal pathways are also overgrown. The paths are not owned by Croudance, WSCC or HDC, so it is uncertain who is responsible. TM has checked her deeds and It  states that residents are responsible for the communal area’s, however this did not include the pathways.  TM will contact Croudance for further assistance is finding a solution to this area.
Pounding of water at Eaglefield.Hills Farm Lane junction with WSCC – this work could be completed with the WSCC maintenance budgets, athough no further correspondence has been received on this matter.
Horsham Station: Double height bicycle racks have been installed .

HDC has asked for feedback from DNC re: any traffic problems in the DNC area for the Over View and Scrutiny Committee. It was noted this may be more relevant to villages.

Replacement paving at Albion Way/Worthing Road Roundabout – this is due to start in the near future.

	JH - Chase the cutting back of vegitation under the Pondtail Rd Bridge.
JH – chase the email re: Black Horse Way crossing with DH.
TM to chase Croudance for a resolution to the overgrown paths at Hills Famr Lane.

	    5.2  Section 106
	TM updated Members of the list submitted to HDC for 15 seating benches , pavillion and litter bins. Shelter in the Hills Farm lane along the Riverside Walk area. The cost is approx £3000. Additional seating for West Street, Exercise equipment for the Park, Inproved entrance to the Park – this is a possibility for the HTCP to consider. 
Forest NC had requested the S106 monies from Bryce Lodge which could be used to improve the North Street Subway, however there are ownership issues to be investigated. This is being looked into by HDC and shortly a meeting of the Core Group will convene to discuss.
JA has asked LB to raise an application for S106 WSCC Sustainable Transport (£1650) to be used for flashing speed and wieght registering sign in Wimblehurst Road, plus red anti-skid strips in the road at the Gordon Road/Ashleigh Road junction. This issue needs 
Notification recevied of S106 agreement for Brookfield Court site in Blackbridge Lane (DC/08/1269):
Community Facilities £7475, Open Space £33,845,Education £92,941, Recycling £3737
Transport and Infrastructure £31,000
	JH to investigate how to move the request for S106 CLC Monies forward for the Sustainable Transport.

	    5.3 DNC Website
	Following ongoing issues relating to the website, EF informed Members that the website has been updated.  MB also has the log in information for the website so he can assist with uploading and updating.
Other items to add to the website:
HDC Health Walks, Bandstand Programme, Time Well Spent leaflet, Winter and Snow Management info, Minutes and Agenda’s for DNC meetings, List of next DNC meeting dates, DNC Horsham in Bloom nomination, H in Bloom award info, Table Tennis in the park now in place info, Southern Water metering programme info, Survey in HDC District News on their deliverance of services and how well they have done. There is the potential of winning a £50 high street voucher as encouragement for residents to respond. Tanbridhe Park footpath alignment. TT in Park – photo from TM. TM to send information to EF re: Tanbridge Footpath
	TM to send an update on West of Horsham to EF/MB.
Clerk to email the Bandstand , Health Walks and Time Well Sent brouchure (via Gary MC), Winter and Snow Management – Tm to send the links to EF.
EF to let JH know any missing minutes and agenda’s for the website. EF to contact the Parks dept for HiB photo’s.
TM to send photo of the TT to EF. Link to the resident survey to be added

	5.4 DNC Newsletter
	An article  relating to the WofH will be added by TM. If space permits, the following articles will also be added: replacement half pipes in the skate park and new layout for the car park at the bowling alley (underway soon)enabling pedestrains to walk in safety and not have to cross between vehicles. 
DNC had been invited to suggest landscaping idea’s for this area.
	TM to prepare an article re: WofH development and reduce the HTCP article.

	5.5 Town Centre Walk about - TM
	TM reported on the meeting from 27.7.11 – Natalie Brahma Pearl and Nigek Fitzsimmons ( HDC )are replacing the road humps as the buses have caused damage. Replacement stone will be used to ensure they remain in keeping. 
Monthly checks are made by HDC to ensure paving slabs and other floor surfaces are all maintained. 
Next walkabout is on 28.9.11 at 10am (meet at the Capitol Glass Foye)  – Francis Haigh will be attending this meeting. IT was agreed EK will attend this meeting on behalf of DNC and forward notes to Members.
	TM to chase the report from Nigel Fitzsimmons re: Town Walkabout.
EK to attend the next meeting on 28.9.11

	5.6 Park Tour
	See report as apendix 2. There have been renewed skate half pipes in the Park
	


	 5.7 BBC Event ‘Live and Deadly
	This event took
	

	6. HTCP
	DNC Representation on HTCP:
It was resolved  DNC agree to have represention on the HTCP. Proposed: MB  Seconded: EF.
HTCP Update:
The legal documents are all signed and returned to the solicitor facilitating the legal work for HTCP. The Action Plan has been finalised and the draft Action Plan Booklet is with the Art Academy in Foundary Lane. Art Academt is an Art School and a student is currently working on the graphics for the HTCP booklet.
HDC will print the document and fund any additionl expenses for the HTCP as he £5000 start up funding has not yet been transferred – this transfer can take place when the company is formally set up and a bank account can be opened, at which point HDC will invoice HTCP.
Two volunteers are looking into setting up a website for the HTCP. The Action Plan booklet can then be published on the webiste  - hard copies will be sent to other organisations.
HACVS have been approached to become members of the HTCP.
HTCP expect to have their inaugural meeting in Mid October at the Capitol Studio at which the posts such as Chairman, Secretary will be voted in. Interested parties will be invited to this meeting. It is at this meeting that the first HTCP project will be agreed. The group generally feel that clearance of the foliage along the section of the Riverside Walk at Merryfield Drive would be a good starting choice. This would enable different groups to work together effectively and achieve good publicity for HTCP. Members were invited to attend.
Following a meeting between HTCP and Evan Giles and Horsham in Bloom Committee it was thought this could form part of a bigger picture in making Tmore of The Riverside Walk and future ongoing projects.
There will be meetings with the various groupd that already complete some of the clearance work along Riverside Walk to ensure we are working in conjunction and not against.
HTCP have taken place in the YMCA/Princes Trust Young Citizen Scheme. This has been helping the young people involved in the award with HTCP’s research and feedback. They have undertaken to raise money for Age UK. A member of the HTCP took part in the bedtime walk arranged for this purpose and also to raise awareness of the Riverside Walk.
Bryce Lodge/HTCP – see S106.
HDC has approached HTCP re: taking the HYPER group (currently chaired by Clare Ebelwicz) under their remit. Clare is currently working on locating a volunteer who can join and take this project on. A youth worker would have to be paid – the role takes a few hours work every 2 weeks.
There was a presentation to the Rural Towns Forum on 6.9.11 at which the HTCP was represented.
Garry Mortimer-Cook approached HTCP re: taking on the Christmas Lights Contract. (Current contract with Bashee expires at the end of 2012). In addition to this, he asked if the HTCP would consider taking on the Tourist leaflet – the group has yet to discuss both these issues.
	

	7. Horsham Park Representative
	Following the Park Tour with Evan Giles, Eve King agreed to be the DNC representative for Horsham Park.
	JH to send Evan Giles an email confirming EK is the DNC park representative. Send EK the contact info for EG

	8. Agree DNC Representation for:
8.1 The Market Tour
8.2 Community Resilience Workshop on Wed 16.11.11
	Market Tour – original date cancelled due to clashes with the ‘Big Nibble’. It was agreed Saturday 8th October 2011 at 10am would be next date. EK, TM, LB and JA will attend. Meet at the Shelly Fountain.
Community Resilience Workshop on Wed 16.11.11 from 4pm-7pm at Beeson House, Southwater. JA will try to attend this workshop. Cllr Haigh relayed the importance of this workshop across the County.
	TM will email confirmation to DNC Members when this meeting is confirmed.
Cllr Haigh will chase Tony Skelding on the information relating to the Emergency Plan.

	 9. Council Tax Discount
	Email sent to Members recently. Single persons forms for the Council Tax discount. Forms need to be completed each year by residents applying for this Council Tax Relief. Adur, Horsham and MSDC work together to administer the Revenues and Benefits services. This group is called CenSus. It was agreed by this group that this ducplication of paperwork is unnessary, so following the initial submission of forms, there will be a follow up for audit purposes only.
	

	 10. Employers and Public Liability Insurance for DNC and other NC’s
	As the Clerk is paid via the WSCC payroll system, this highlighted issues relating to DNC responsibilities with regard to Employment/Employer regulations. Advice was taken from Mark Mulberry at SALC and therefore meant there must be a contract of employment/job description etc. In addition to this DNC requires Employers Liability and Public Liability. A meeting with Tony Higgins (HDC Finance Director) took place with in August 2011 to discuss further. The cost of Employer Liability cover with Zurich was at a cost of £50. Advice from Billingshurst Parish Council who suggest Public Liability cover at a cost of £159. It was agreed the additional cover for fideility insurance etc will be added to this policy.
It was resolved that DNC will undertake the Employers Liability and Public Liability Insurance. JA to action.
Clerks Contract – Tony Higgins (HDC) has asked the Personal dept at HDC for advice on the contract drafted by DNC. MB stated he was dissapointed wth the support from HDC on this issue.
	JA will action the Insurance requirements for DNC.

	11. Christmas Lights – ongoing budget
	
	

	12. Tourist Leaflet – ongoing budget
	
	

	13. Correspondence and Letters sent
	List sent to Members recently.
	


	14. Chairman’s Report
	Insurance:
Following recent discussions with other PC’s and HDC, it is felt that NC’s should have Public and Employers Liability Insurance Cover in place. The Clerk is an employee of DNC, therefore DNC are employers. Recent costings are:  Zurich Insurance: £50 for 10million employers liability cover and £100 for public liability cover. DNC must act on this information and take out these policies – LB dealing with this issue.

In addition to this, the Clerk recently sent LB and JA a copy of an example clerks contract for DNC to use – the version sent is the SALC model contract for Parish Council Clerks. LB is also investigating the status of the Unitarian Church Hall Public Liability insurance to ensure there is adequate cover at our meetings.
Tree Warden:
There had been a recent misunderstanding between DNC and a visit made by our tree warden Michael McCabe to a property relating to a tree application. The applicant had thought Michael was attending on behalf of HDC and subsequently DNC received a letter of compliant. This issue has since been explained and dealt with, and in order to ensure this issue does not happen in future applications, Michael will show his Tree Warden card, and the Clerk will write to applicants informing them they are likely to be contacted by Michael. See Tree Warden procedure.
Emergency Services:
Members were encouraged to comment of the proposed meger between West and East Sussex Fire Services – recent email sent to Members by the Clerk. The information is also available on the WSCC website. A forum is also taking place in Crawley on 26.9.11.
Warnham Pond Resevior:
Warnham Mill Pond Reservoir - HDC presentation, 7th September 2011 – for notes see appendix I to these minutes.
Dates to remember: 
September / October 2011 Stakeholders meeting
October 2011 Public Exhibition at Warnham Nature Reserve
January 2012 Outline design of preferred option
March 2012 Public Exhibition
May 2012 Appoint contractor to design & buildLate 2012 Start phased construction (work not possible all year so it may take 2 years to complete).If work fulfils flood mitigation & environmental improvements, grants are likely to be available to cover almost all the cost.
Dressed for Success:
TM attended the launch for this years Dressed for Success Campaign. DNC, together with FNC and TNC are to support this campaign and and sponsor an award for ‘best market stall’ – this is best in appearance, design and presentation. It is likely the award will be a shield similar to last eyar, approx cost £30. This year the business will be anyone with a front facing window display regardless of trade. It has been suggested that the business could be colour coded for their entries in order to identify the differences between shops and office entries. It was agreed this issue should be raised in order to ensure fairness of voting.
Horsham in Bloom award Ceremony was on 8th September 2011 and attended by Trudie. DNC nominated the garden at Lavinia House, Denne Road for this award. The Lavinia House gardens are  tended to by volunteers and looked excellent.
DNC wrote to 2 other gardens which were also considered for this award to let them know Lavinai House was being put forward.
BIOPICC:
Denne area is involved in studies of the area’s at risk of flooding and having a large population over 65 years. Key social healthcare facilites and amenities could be affected by flooding in our area. More information to follow in due course. 
Christmas Lights:
Garry Mortimer Cook has contacted the 3 NC’s for an update on their views relating to funding of Xmas lights from the Special Charge. Durrent contract with Basheer expires at the end of 2012 and will then go out for tender again. GMC needs to know DNC’s response  to the £14500 funding staying in place for the future budget asap. £10000 could be spend on rental items and £5000 for fixed items.
This issue was discussed at the recent Unparished Meeting and the persons present felt this funding should continue NHPC should also support this budget. HTCP have been approached to consider taking this project on – however no further dialogue has been opened.
It was resolved that DNC support the current funding for the Christmas Lights from the Special Charge however, Members felt that the Town should move towards owning the lights for future use and then only ongoing costs would be involved. It was also agreed it wasunaccceptable for the HTCP to be considered for this project at this current time. NHPC should be pressured for assistance in the funding for the lights. JA will arrange a meeting with the other NC’s and GMC at HDC to discuss these issues further.
Tourist Leaflet.
This years costs for updating, printing and distribution was £6000. Garry Mortimer Cook needs to know if the NC’s wish this to continue. Budget for this will need to be derived from the Special Charge. HTCP may consider this project in the future via sponsorship.
It was resolved DNC felt the Tourist Leaflet should be reviewed every other year and budget derived from the Special Charge. NHPC should also be involved in supporting this cost.
Unparished Meeting – Sept 11
Updates given to Members re: Employers Liability cover etc, Christmas Lights and Tourist Leaflet.
Clive Brugess (past HDC Cllr) gave a presentation on whether the NC’s would support a referendum on having a Town Council. He gave a synopsis if events looked at when this idea was visitied 3 years ago.
Generally the group felt that within the present financial climate it would not be supported by residents as it would inevitably raise Council Tax.
NC’s have raised their profiles much more in recent years and are consulted as much as PC’s. DNC Members were encouranged to email their thoughts on this issue to JA so she can report back to Clive Burgess.

The Table Tennis Table is now installed in Horsham Park.
New Members for DNC:
4 Members are needed for DNC.
Each Member of DNC to try to speak with 5 potential new Members for the next DNC meeting.
Newsletter
Advert in Resident/WSC Times

TM has drafted a DNC profile – Clerk to forward copies to Members.
	Clerk to check the letter sent to residents re: Tree Warden visits has a signature from the resident for Michael to attend.

Clerk to resend the Emergency Fire Services invitation to TM.

TM to inform HDC that DNC supports this issues relating to the voting process for Dressed for Success competition in 2012.


	15. Reports from Sub-Committees:
15.1 Planning (LB)
	Report Circulated.
	

	15.2 West of Horsham Development – who. (TM)
	DNC had site visits with Andy Kirkpatrick on 4/8/11 & 9/9/11, which were very useful – see circulated notes.Unfortunately AK left Berkeleys on 21/9/11, as yet no replacement site manager has been appointed.Work to the south of Phase 1 site is to link the development to the existing sewage pipes just north of R. Arun.Work is taking place on the North Access Road junction with Hills Farm Lane.DNC had a meeting with Evan Giles & AK on 2/9/11 re lack of level access to the Riverside Walk as the entrance to the north is fenced-off. Agreed that steps would be built opposite Stoneybrook – Berkeleys to provide materials & Parks Dept to do the work.No progress on the planning application for a footbridge over R. Arun. This is needed to give access to the permissive path requested by DNC when we withdrew our objection to the closure of the existing footpath across the building site. Current objections including our own require more information on construction access. Traffic calming measures for Hills Farm Lane have gone to the detailed planning stage. These include pinch points (chicanes) to slow traffic, but DNC have expressed concern about the amount of additional signage required at each location.Telegraph pole still not moved by BT although payment for relocation has now been made
	

	15.3 Police (EF)
	Nothing to report
	

	16 Members Questions and Comments
	Nothing to report.
	

	17. Reports from County Councillors
	Apologies received.
	

	18. Reports from District Councillors
	LD: West Street shop selling tatty & unsuitable goods including imitation guns only has 4 months lease & hopefully will depart Horsham at end of lease. HDC has no enforcement powers over the premises, as it is a legitimate private let.
FH: As a member of the Car Park Working Group any comments would be welcome.Immediate comments included consistency of pay system would be beneficial but apparently Pirie’s Place is not suitable for exit barriers; lack of payment reminder notices at the disabled bays in Pirie’s Place; lack of short term parking spaces; strictness of wardens re going over time limit. FH was given contact details for ex DNC member, Ronald Vimpany who had written a report on car parking including a shoppers’ discount scheme.
	

	19. Next meeting date 
	Next meeting date: Thursday 20th October 2011 agt 7pm  Meeting closed at :    pm
Next meeting 15.9.11 at 7pm


	


Signed:_______________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________________________
Appendix I – Warnham Mill Pond

Bob Sinclair, Principal Civil Engineer for HDC

Warnham Mill Pond is legally classified as a reservoir, as it has a capacity of over 25,000 cubic metres. The dam falls into category B. 

WMP has three owners or users known as “undertakers”, these are:-

Horsham District Council
Environment Agency – owners of the sluice gates

Jonathan Lucas, Warnham Estate – owner of the mill & some land
The undertakers are responsible for any work required. It is not known if liability is equally divided.

The Environment Agency also acts as the Enforcement Agency responsible for maintaining standards.

The Enforcement Agency reports to the Secretary of State who appoints Panel Engineers as inspectors with responsibility for monitoring safety & maintenance.

Recent flood risk reviews & changes in safety standards (Flood & Water Management Act 2010) mean work has to be done for the reservoir to meet the new requirements including the 1 in 10,000 years flood risk.

HDC received a grant of £50,000 to have consultants report on available options 

Any work must be approved by the Project Assessment Board in the financial year 2012 / 3
Options include:-

Increasing discharge rates
Increasing capacity

Decreasing capacity

Draining completely 

Work has already been done to check the bedrock & the depth of silt.

11 options have been identified with vastly varying costs £1,500,000 - £12,000,000.

These options will be reduced to a short list of approx 4 to be presented to the public.

September / October 2011 Stakeholders meeting

October 2011 Public Exhibition at Warnham Nature Reserve

January 2012 Outline design of preferred option

March 2012 Public Exhibition

May 2012 Appoint contractor to design & build

Late 2012 Start phased construction (work not possible all year so it may take 2 years to complete).

If work fulfils flood mitigation & environmental improvements, grants are likely to be available to cover almost all the cost.
Appendix II
Park Visit with Evan Giles on Thursday 11th August 2011

Present: Evan Giles, Jane Apostolou and Eva King

Sites Visited:

Skate Park 
Evan mentioned the Half Pipes have been redesigned and changed and the work has been done by a keen skateboarder, this had bought the pipes to a higher spec and more robust in design.
There’s yet a further pipe to be installed and this is work in progress.

Pathway from Alley at Hurst Road into the Park 
DNC suggested the tree canopy over the paths need to be cut back to allow lighter feel  and a general better feeling of safety – Evan agreed with this.

It was noted along the alley way the low level lighting is not working and the path is in need of a good clear up.

We agreed this could be a project done by volunteers including cutting back of vegetation, repainting of the railings, and re-varnishing of the fence with the addition of a possible iron archway leading into Horsham Park. This would make a much better and inviting entrance to the Park. 
It was noted that this is something the HTCP could progress with.

Super Bowl Car Park
Evan reported that plans are in process to upgrade this car park. The Car Park in owned by the Bowling Alley, but under the responsibility of HDC – a mutually respected agreement. Originally this was just parking for the Bowling Alley and often at peak times parking at the nearby Doctors Surgery was over subscribed. The arrangement now allows short term parking for users of the Doctors Surgery etc where as before the parking spaces would be vacant and public unable to use them.
There was an agreement for £200,000 in the Doctors Surgery development to upgrade the car park, and this money is now going top finance this.
The area is to be re-landscaped keeping existing trees and the realignment will give further car parking an a clear line for pedestrians allowing them to no longer have to navigate around parked cars.
The Iron Tree Sculpture which is at the moment located at the Pavilions Car Park is to be repositioned to this Bowling Alley Car Park site, once the car park works are complete.
It was always the plan for this sculpture to be positioned here; it has been temporally positioned at the Pavilions.

The flower border leading up by the Super Bowl pathway needs updating– Evan reported and he would welcome any ideas on how from DNC on how this can be planned.
Evan is going to send DNC a copy of the design of the Car Park for our perusal.

The bin area of the car park will be updated and relocated and undergo visual improvements.

Information Boards
Evan offered the use of the information boards for anything DNC would like to promote so long as it encompassed things relating to the Park. These are the boards that at the moment are highlighting the rat issue. Evan mentioned that they like to use the same theme on all of these board, rather than having different posters on different boards.

This might give DNC a good opportunity to promote our Memorandum of Understanding with HDC and invite residents to let us know of any issues they would like highlighted about the Park. We could also use this opportunity to advertise our vacancies for DNC.
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