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DENNE NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCIL
Clerk: Miss Jenny Hartley. 88 Rusper Road, Horsham. RH12 4BN

Phone: 07814 788407. email: denneneighbourhoodclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 20th October 2011  at 7pm at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, Horsham. RH12 1SL

	Item Number
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
	Meeting opened at 7pm everyone welcomed by the Chairman.

Present:, Jane Apostolou (JA), Trudie Mitchell (TM), and Emma Ford (EF)
Also present: Cllr Haigh (HDC), Cllr Holmes (HDC) and Cllr Sheldon (HDC & WSCC).
Apologies received from: Ian Botting (IB), Martin Bruton (MB), Eva King (EK), Lynn Barton, (LB) and Cllr Dennis (ND).
Clerk to the Council – Jenny Hartley
	

	2. Approval of Minutes from last meeting  15.9.11
	Proposed:   EF . Seconded: TW
Signed by the Chairman.
	

	3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
	Cutting back of vegitation in Pondtail Road has been chased by the Clerk.
DH reported the crossing in Blackhorse Way is adequate. The climate is too difficult for further expenditure. DNC will felt that this is still a dangerous crossing to both pedestrians and buses. DH will report this at the next Transport Meeting.
JA reported the Employers Liability and Public liability is now In place. The total cost was £225. JA has the insurance documents.
Tree Warden Letter is now sent to residents before Mr McCabe visits. The letter now incorporates a sign slip for the resident to give to Michael McCabe.
TM updated on the Dressed for Success. There are discussions underway relating to the voting process. Ongoing.
Cllr Haigh will chase Tony Skelding for a copy of the Emergency Plan to be sent to DNC.
	Cllr Haigh will chase Tony Skelding for a copy of the Emergency Plan to be sent to DNC.

	4. Finance (L Barton)
	£42.96 to be paid to J. Apostolou for printer cartidges and £120 paid to George Lewis for the Graphic work on the HTCP Action Plan. This will be reimbursed when the grant comes through from HDC
	

	5. On-going issues:
	
	

	    5.1 Roads and Rangers
	Recent issues with the sequence of the traffic lights at the Farthing Hill -  TM has contacted WSCC regarding the dangers at this site. Discussions took place regarding the responsibility for these traffic lights. DS will make further enquires with WSCC in relation to these issues.
Railway Station – tempory ticket office and stairwell are up and running.
TM reported there will be ‘school keep clear’ markings  near the school at Blackbridge Lane. This makes the TRO enforceable. Comments can made on line. EF will check the documents and propose a comment from DNC.
DS had no further update on the Needles Bus Shelter – DS will chase an update and report back to DNC.

	DS will make further enquires with WSCC in relation to the issues with Farthing Hill t/lights.
Wimblehurst Road sign – Clerk to send a copy of the correspondence to TM for reference.
EF to look at the documents relating to the TRO for Blackbridge Lane.
DS to chase the current situation re: Needles Bus Shelter.
TM to report the overgrown vegitation along Albion Way.

	    5.2  Section 106
	S106 – no further updates. TM and JA to meet to discuss.
DH reported he has been requesting HDC to produce guidance for S106 requests in order to help NC’s and PC’s. DH stated it would be useful to see DNC’s wish list, and DH will ask Forest NC for information sharing with their list. It was noted Forest NC would like a community building for the Forest area.
DNC were encouraged to ask HDC for details of Open Space to try to secure funding.
DS encouraged DNC to consider the S106 monies available from WSCC alongside this exercise – in particular in relation to cycle routes.
	

	    5.3 DNC Website
	EF alked Members through the updates completed on the website. DH informed Members HDC has a Health and Well Being website/contact number which DNC could add a link for this service.
	

	5.4 Fire Service Merger
	TM send the notes to Members re: the recent meeting attending. TM sent a response to WSCC informing them DNC are in favour of the proposals.
	

	5.5 DNC Newsletter
	Almost completed – TM & JH to complete in the morning. 3500 to be printed on the usual paper. 
JA will ask MB to prepare an advert for the WSCT and Resident re: New Members. EF will contact the ‘All About Horsham’ magazine.
	Clerk to send to Alec Cowie at HDC after approval by TM.
Clerk to obtain costings for the newsletter from HDC for the newsletter & pass to JA.

	5.6 Town Centre Walk about - EK
	EK had sent apologies for this meeting, however meeting notes will follow from HDC.
The tarmac surface outside Fat Face store is still being looking into and is still to be completed.
	

	5.7 Horsham in Bloom Rep
	Michael McCabe is no longer to continue with the HiB rep. JA will approacj EK relating joining this group. DH reported new Membership to the HiB group is needed at present.
	JA to contact EK re: HiB representation.

	6. Clerk Contract
	It was agreed the contract was acceptable, and the contract was signed by the Clerk and Chairman.
	

	7. Horsham Town Community Partnership
	JA reported the first formal meeting of directors took place on 14.10.1 – meeting notes forwarded to DNC Members. All 6 directors will be signatories for the HTCP bank account – 2 signatories will be required for any payments. The start up costs so far are in the region of £500 – Julian Carrington at HDC is preparing a statement of costs incurred to date. These costs will be paid by HDC from the grant money in place.
It has been agreed that the accounting year will run from 1st April to 31.3.11 – with a general meeting in May 2012 and an AGM within 18 months. The  inaugural meeting is to be held on 27th October 2011 at 7pm at the Capital. This will be attended by interested parties and volunteers alike. This meeting will include a synopsis of progress so far and the setting up of the company. The focas can then move to setting the first project.
Discussions relating to initial actions are well under way. Upgrading and clearning of vegetation of Rioverside Walk with a view to this becoming an ongoing project to istall better signage, benches and notice boards. 
The Youth Council Group (HYPER) are going to come under the umbrella of HTCP.A local Art group has contactd HTCP for assistance in helping promote their work. Jason Anderton wants to promote rewards for youths who behave in a civilised manner – rewards in having discounted costs in certain stores etc.
North Street Subway – looking at ways to improve lighting and perceived safety, and giving consultation information to statutory authorities.
DS reported any requests for the subway must be thought out in detail to ensure the best possible outcomes.HDC have asked other CO’s in the District to help create similar set ups in conjunction with HDC.
HTCP will look to form a management team in order to over see the projects undertaken.
Until a website is in place the HTCP are using a blog - HTCP.blog.com
It is hopede this meeting on 27.10.11 will increase Membership to HTCP and allow further voting and resolutions on projhects for the community.
	

	8. Carfax Notice Board
	Discussions took place regarding the possibility of shared use for the 3 NC’s. It was suggested the top section could have a large map, highlighting the 3 NC’s area’s and underneath there would be space for 2 A4 sheets.
DS raised concerns relating to the display of Bus maps and information as Metro Bus may have comments. DS will investigate further with Sarah Hogben. 
DNC need to consult the other NC’s regarding layout. All members voted in favour of using this section for the 3 NC’s.
	

	 9. HDC Questionaire – 
Sports and Leisure
	This had been circulated to Members ahead of the meeting. The Clerk will collate the responses from Members and send the completed version to JA and TM for final review.  DNC does not have all the necessary information to support this questionaire. 
Members were reminded to review the Open Spaces section
	Clerk to collate responses and send to TM and JA before sending to HDC. Include a letter stating we are a NC not PC, therefore does not have access to all the necessary information to complete. 

TM to write to Richard Morris at HDC re: coloured documents sent via email require printer friendly version that does not use as much ink.

	 10. HDC Budget Proposals
	Link to the questionaire on the HDC website sent to Members recently.

Street Scene are District Wide. Concerns as they are already very stretched. On the recent town centre walkabout discussions took place as it had been notable In the increase in town centre issues. The Special Charge covers the cost of 1 Warden. Any issues relating to Street Scene responses should be reported to DS or DH or Greg Charman.
Discussions took place regarding the HDC budget questionaire. Members responses were noted by JA in preparation for response to HDC.
DH reported his concerns relating to the ongoing cuts being made to each department at HDC and how difficult some of their work can be.
The Government are reducing the grants made to Councils, however there is a New Homes bonus which compensates towards the shortfall in the Government grants. It was noted DNC is subject to considerable development which will give HDC improved New Homes Bonus.

	JA to collate responses and send to HDC – send the car parking letter/response seperately.

	11. Street naming – Old Bridge House Development
	JA reported that Richard Morris from HDC has requested any suggestions for this development.  DNC has no suggestions to put forward.
West of Horsham development – a request for 5 or 6 street names to be used – EF will email any suggestions to JA
	Members were encouraged to send suggestions to JA by the end of the week.

	12. Correspondence and Letters sent
	List sent to Members recently. WSCC correspondence relating to the update on the West Sussex Waste Plan consultation.
	

	13. Chairman’s Report
	HDC have approached the NC’s re: the future funding of the Christmas Lights and the Tourist  Leaflet. JA has requested a meeting with HDC to discuss several issues relating to this request. The meeting will take place in the Council Chamber on Monday 24th October 2011 as the interest and attendance to this meeting has somewhat increased. Discussions will take place regarding: how much of the lighting is owned by HDC, breakdown of the costings of the lighting as it currently stands, and how the NC’s could have a view on how the position of the Christmas Lights can move forward. Other HDC Councillors and officers have also now requested to be part of this meeting. The NC’s feel a much clearer picture is needed to understand the Christmas Lighting situation and formulate a response back to HDC.
Warnham Mill Pond Resevior meeting scheduled for 31st October 2011 at 9am in Council Chamber. The discussions are relating to the considering options for improvements and upgrading the resevoir before going to public consultation.
HALC  AGM on 3.11.11 – at The Sudio, Capitol. 

Needles Community Centre garden is underway with volunteers helping with the weeding and planting.

TRO for parking restrictions is out for public consultation before becoming into force in Blackbridge Lane outside the school.

At the last Un parished meeting group met recently and discussions took place regagrding a Town Council. JA gave feedback to Clive Burgess that the NC’s felt it was not the appropriate time for considering a Town Council. Parishing would inevitably cost the residents more in Council Tax and those present considered if residents would see any benefit from a decision such as this.

It was agreed there is good representation via the 3 NC’s, havinf more than 30 Councillors between the NC’s and this together with set up of HTCP enables more to be done in the Town that residents have asked for.

	JA to ask LB is she can attend the HALC AGM.

	14. Reports from Sub-Committees:
14.1 Planning (LB)
	DC/11/1893 – Linden House. Objected. FNC and TNC also want to comment on this application as it is a landmark building. DH reported that a meeting has been requested by HDC Cllrs before the  Planning Officer – Mrs Cheeseman prepares her report. A member of DNC was invited to attend by DH.
DC/11/1807 – Berkelys application. Objected.
DC/11/2054 – Old Mill Meads – no objection

DC/11/1798 – 46-48 East Street – no objection, however the use of building materials are not very inspiring.
	DH will inform the Clerk when a meeting is set with the planning officer re: DC/11/1893 – Linden House.

	14.2 West of Horsham Development – who. (TM)
	Site meeting on 17.10.11 – attended by TM and Janet Fraser from the Hills Farm Conservation group (HFCG).
Further meeting held to follow up issues from this initial meeting.
Affordable Housing application to be expected for 35 homes shortly in Windrum Close. The initial review of the plans seem to highlight potential issues with the location of the 46 parking spaces, along with facia’s and renduring being proposed to be used.
DH stated there are now briefings held for Cllr Members relating to the developments such as WofH so they are better informed.
Discsussions are ongoing with Berkeleys regarding their customer relations. Information notices to residents  need to be improved. Communication is poor. 
Footpath in front of THS – currently awaiting WSCC to respond.
Traffic noise from the A24 – no reponse or suggestion has been received from Berkeleys.
Bouldings Brook – landscaping to be carried out as soon as possible, however autumn planting has been missed.
Footbridge over the River Arun – HFCG are against this application. This remains an ongoing issue. Berkeleys are undertaking further discussion with the HDC Planning Officer.
Berkeleys also have option on land South of the railway, however no plans at present.  Thanks to TM for her continued work on the WofH.
	

	14.3 Police (EF)
	Nothing to report – no further meetings have been held.
	

	15 Members Questions and Comments
	JA – Nil

EF - 
TM- 
	

	16. Reports from County Councillors
	DS had no report from WSCC this evening, however had reported on issues relating to HDC elsewhere during the meeting.
	

	17. Reports from District Councillors
	DH – meeting held this morning at HDC including  general updates from Garry Mortimor-Cook. The Horsham District Community Partnership website is planned for March 2012. 
DS would like more debate relating to more ways in which Horsham Businesses could prosper. It is expected in December there will be a meeting or workshop held for general discussion on this issue along with image etc.
Meeting with Robert Nye  - no proposals following marketing the Town Hall for a restaurant. Cabinet are reviewing how to dispose of the Town Hall. At Council last night, the Council announced they are interested in any business coming forward with proposals to ensure it gets used. If no proposals are received, it is very likely to be put up for sale.

FH - On the Clean and Tidy Action Group – 1st project – fly poster. Now moving onto refuse. Future meetings may include an invitation to NC’s to attend.


	

	18. Next meeting date 
	Next meeting date: Thursday 17th November 2011 at 7pm  Meeting closed at : 21.28 pm

	


Signed:_______________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________________________
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