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DENNE NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCIL

Clerk: Miss Jenny Hartley. 88 Rusper Road, Horsham. RH12 4BN

Phone: 07814 788407. email: denneneighbourhoodclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2011  at 7pm at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, Horsham. RH12 1SL

	Item Number
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
	Present: Jane Apostolou (JA), Martin Bruton (MB), Ian Botting (IB), Lynne Barton (LB), Eva King (EK), Emma Ford (EF), Laurence Deakins arrived 19.26, David Sheldon arrived 20.00
Also present – potential new DNC members: Judy Pounds and Mikde powell.
Apologies: Trudie Mitchell (TM), Cianni Lozzi, Dan White (potential new members)

Meeting opened 19.00hrs
	

	2. Approval of Minutes from last meeting  21.7.11
	Proposed: EF 
Seconded: JA


	

	3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
	Roads & Rangers David Sheldon re. Faults on traffic lights at Farthings Hill – these have now gone so no further action.
David Sheldon to chase Needles Bus Shelter

Newsletter is now out and available in most areas.  JA gave thanks to all that worked on this.

Sports & Leisure Questionnaire from last meeting has been completed and sent.
	

	4. Finance (L Barton)
	Balance of account £4215.43
Outstanding payments: Jenny £280, Newsletter delivery £210 waiting for HDC invoice for newsletter printing estimated £130

Caretaker of meeting room has queried whether or not DNC has its own Public Liability Insurance.  DNC has confirmed that we have.
	

	5. On-going issues:
	
	

	    5.1 Roads and Rangers
	Albion Way before turning into Bishopric directional sign obscured by foliage.
Worthing Rd/Albion Way road surface – WSCC have allowed funding within maintainence to replace road surface plus road markings very faint so these will be re-painted.

Railway Station work is ongoing they will be replacing glass canopy & structural alterations, temporary stairway is likely to be in place for approximately 1 year.  The lack of pay stations has been brought to DNC’s attention and that this is causing problems, DNC to feed back to Network Rail.

Shopping Trollies email sent to Neil Worth at HDC regarding trollies in stream between Blackbridge Lane and Arunside, retrieval is somewhat difficult once they are in the stream.
Leaves  fallen leaves becoming slippery and thus a hazard.  JA has asked Tom Crowley to deal with this.

Street Signs It has been identified by MB and JA that street signs in Old Millmeads and Wimblehurst Road have gone missing.  
	.
DNC to write to Network Rail

Clerk to report

	    5.2  Section 106
	HDC meeting regarding CIL As many are having difficulties in understanding the CIL (community infrastructure levy) Tom Crowley has offered to set up a meeting for Neighbourhood Councils and to forward information on open space funding.
Anomalies email sent to Rod Brown these are still duplicated and possibly erroneous entries on the monthly report.  DNC needs to establish exactly how much money is available to DNC or is in the pipeline so that projects can be tailored accordingly.  (Wish list circulated to members present)

Funds from development at 28 Wimblehurst Rd Funding for a proposed Speed & Weight Limit sign has been applied for by JA via s106 from WSCC, this application has been acknowledged.
	

	    5.3 DNC Website
	Minutes are to be updated imminently.  EF offered to bring to meetings any pertinent issues mentioned on the ‘Horsham’ facebook page.  Letter to be written enquiring about the ending of the October fair in the Carfax (recently mentioned on ‘Horsham’ facebook page)
	DNC to write to HDC

	5.4 WSCC Sustainable Travel Draft
	WSCC is bidding for £5million for Department of Transport funding to promote economic growth and reduce carbon emissions.
Amongst proposals are improvements to the Cycle network in Horsham.

DNC agreed this can only be a good thing.
	JA to advise WSCC

	5.5 Warnham Nature Pond Reservoir
	Consultants have narrowed proposals to 3 options
1) Install additional sluice gates

2) Construct a higher embankment

3) Remodel the embankment and sluice gate and creating a wetland environment with a series of small ponds rather than a large lake

Option 3 appears to be the most cost effective.

Plans can be viewed at Warnham from 21st November 10am til 4pm with staff available to ask questions from 23rd November.  DNC views need to be in by 1st December.

TM had the opportunity to talk to the Environment Agency about flood risk in the Hills Farm Lane area and discovered the departments involved in the Reservoir project were not aware of the problems experienced.

It’s thought that it’s a good idea to have on the noticeboard some kind of note requesting anecdotal evidence of flooding ie if anyone notices flooding to advise & photograph to enable us to feed back to the environment agency.
	

	5.6 Christmas Lights & Tourism Leaflet
	Christmas Lights Meeting with Gary Mortimer Cook, Natalie Brahma Pearl & Neighbourhood Councils took place on 24th October.  North Horsham Parish Council were invited but did not attend although 2 district councillors representing North Horsham did attend.
In 2009 the Tender went out for lighting that Blasher won.  Budget of £14,500.  Over last 2 years fixings & bucketing have been replaced and upgraded, budget of £36412 over 3 years.  Replacing lighting with LED bulbs has cut the electricity bill for the lights from £1500 to £200.
Most lighting is on loan from Blasher only lighting in Carfax is owned by HDC.

It was proposed to extend Blasher’s contract to 2012 with a review to re-tender for the following year.

Costs involved £12500 for hiring equipment (one off payment for 3 years), £1800 for installation & removal costs.

Jim Rae Horsham District Councillor for North Horsham Parish will be applying pressure for North Horsham Parish Council to contribute towards the costs.

Gary Mortimer Cook to obtain different design schemes to see what else can be doneo n the same budget and also has spoken to Crawley Town Council to get better value & variety of lighting design. Natalie BP is officially writing to NHPC to requst a contrubition towards the Christmas lights.
DNC supports no increase in funding

Tourist Leaflet Twenty eight thousand leaflets were distributed at a cost of £5,500

Trafalgar Neighbourhood Council are not in favour of repeating this cost via the Special Charge and are meeting to discuss this issue on 17/11/11

One way to meet this cost could be sponsorship – although making sure this is appropriate and making selective choice to the type of business advertising are deemed important by DNC.

David Sheldon suggested asking Gary Mortimer Cook to get a report from the Distribution Company to feed back on how well distribution works and how effective it is.

	


	 5.7 Horsham In Bloom Rep from DNC
	Eva King has accepted this role.
Report from Park Tour with Evan Giles the framework that EK & EG are currently working to was set out.  This was agreed to be topical issues, problems, current projects, agreed plans, future ideas, budget & fundraiising and public information.
Discussed a Beacon on 4/6/11 for the Jubilee, was deemed a good idea to have a big Horsham Picnic along with food stalls.  Important to advertise that the turf will be replaced immediately (as it will be lifted prior to the bonfire).

Jubilee entrance outside Bowling Alley – regeneration to make a pleasant entrance to the park – it was discussed who should be consulted?  Friends of Horsham Park/Neighbourhood Councils/Councillors/Advertiuse on Notice Board (it was mentioned at this point that Friends of Horsham Park no longer exist)

Overgrown vegetation by the Bowling Alley is expected to be cleared before Christmas.
Future ideas – potential for a ‘Green Gym’ – group of volunteers to enhance park, exercise and socialisation.  EG would be prepared to provide a gazebo in the garden with tea/coffee/biscuits for the volunteers.

Next meeting between EK & EG on 6/12/11

DNC would suport an event in the park to celebrate the Jubilee.
	

	6.7  HTCP
	The inaugural meeting of HTCP on 27/10/11 was attended by over 70 people.
There was a synopsis of progress of the HTCP so far.  Several individuals and organisations came forward to become members.

There was support for the enhancement of the Riverside Walk as the first project.  There will be a meeting on 23rd November to work out next steps and the way forward.

Someone has also come forward to run ‘Hyper’ youth group.

Also there are interested parties on improvements to the North Street Subway and imporovements to the perception of safety in this location.

Public Liability Insurance is being arranged for HTCP and a blog has been started prior to the publishing of a website.  Bank account is up and running.

HTCP queried the grant with Natalie Brahma Pearl, HDC are retaiing £372 for work carried out for work in Rural Sussex 2010-11 – HTCP are appealing to waive this to help with cashflow.  Legal expenses, cost of graphic work, hire of studio & equipment have cost thus far approx £960.  Yearly grant from HDC of £500.
	

	8. Carfax Notice Board
	Michael Davis of Trafalgar Neighbourhood Council has enquired of HDC if we can have a shared noticeboard in the Carfax.  HDC recommended board to the rear of the current DNC notice board.
	

	 9. Correspondence & Letters Sent
	These were listed with tonight’s agenda.
	

	 10. Chairman’s Report
	The Springboard Project Nigel Dennis’ application to the Big Society Fund for the Buddies scheme where disabled children are mentored to encourage independence.  Request for £6,500.  DNC in favour of this application.
Emergency Plan this had not been forwarded to DNC but now has been.  Now we are in receipt of this TM to check for any errors.

Community Resilience Workshop This workshop detailed how to identify an emergency, how to identify resources for use during an emergency, a list of contacts for use in an emergency.  JA feels that this information should be on the newsletter.

Future Prosperity of Horsham Stakeholder Event  is to be held on Monday 28th November between 2-5pm.  Two places have been booked for DNC members.

Consultation on Draft Horsham Planning Document exhibition to be held on 19/11/11 or 26/11/11 or can be viewed on the HDC Website.  MB to attend on behalf of DNC.

Document for sites for Travellers & Travelling Showpeople forwarded to NC members.  No sites contained in this document are relevant to Denne Neighbourhood.

Anti Social Behaviour Working Group feeding back to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee – IB to complete

Draft National Planning Policy Framework plus Health & Wellbeing Stakeholder Event to be held Tuesday 29th November.  JA to attend on behalf of DNC and HTCP.
Town Centre Walkabout 30th November at 10am.  EK to attend with Natalie Brahma Pearl.

Unparished Group Meeting Neighbourhood Councils are sponsoring Best Market Stall in Dressed for Success Awards.  Agreement on donation of £30 each between each of the NCs towards the prize.  First, second and third prizes to be awarded, however are yet to be verified.
JA attended meeting of NCs with Tom Crowley & Natalie Brahma Pearl.  The tree surgery at the top of the Causeway was raised, it was agreed that work had been ‘rather drastic’.  No alternative surgery possible due to the growth pattern of the trees it was deemed impossible to do more sympathetic works.

A resident from Tanbridge Park has approached DNC re the area by Sainsbury’s.  They have mentioned a serious litter problem.  JA has asked if HDC refuse department if a litter bin can be installed in the area.
	

	11. Reports from Sub Committees
	
	

	11.1 Planning (LB)
	Patrick Griffin of DPDS has contacted DNC.  Neighbourhood Councils should have a plan and he has offered to attend free of charge to advise on formulating a Neighbourhood Plan.  LB to read and advise whether we should take him up on this.
Kings Head Plans – change of use downstairs to retail/cafe/financial services with flats above.  DNC are supportive as long as sympathetic materials are used.

Linden House – two recommendations from WSCC to reject due to traffic and access.
	

	11.2 West of Horsham (TM)
	Bus Shelter – a shelter has been erected for North Bound passengers.  Unfortunately the south bound stop that is used more frequently by people going to the town centre has been objected to by residents as the pavement is narrow.  DNC have requested that HDC relocate this stop slightly further south.
The steps requested by DNC to improve access to Stoneybrook on Riverside Walk were finally installed on November 11th.  TM has requested signage to acknowledge the work was done in cooperation with DNC, HDC and Berkleys.

Arun footbridge the issue of the footbridge in this location is contentious as the Hills Farm Conservation Society object.  DNC are concerned that a footpath access should be reinstated to the west but would be content if a permissive path was created from the Deer Way footbridge.  As the proposed footbridge was included in the original application it cannot be ignored so there is a meeting on 25th November to discuss.

Windrum Close – we have a copy of the unofficial plans as they have not yet been validated.

Broadbridge Heath Development – we are in receipt of the first stage plans of the Broadbridge Heath Development.
	

	11.3 Police
	PCSO Andy Reed has recently returned from paternity leave.  As he has changed his hours to accommodate his new family situation he has swapped roles with PCSO Charlie Whittaker.  Therefore in future PCSO Whittaker will be covering the Town Centre and PCSO Reed covering Denne & Trafalgar minus the town centre.
Andy expressed disappointment at recent negative press surrounding the Shopwatch Scheme started by the Town Centre Panel.  He stated that the article does not detract from the hard work put in to set up the shopwatch scheme and hopes it can go from strength to strength once Charlie starts the town centre meetings.
	Clerk to invite the new PCSO to a future DNC meeting.

	12. Members Questions & Comments
	MB raised the question of whether or not Denne Neighbourhood Council should publically be known as Horsham Denne Neighbourhood Council to clarify who and where we are.

David Sheldon suggested we should consult with the other Neighbourhood Councils on this issue.
	JA to liaise with other NC’s on including Horshan in naming of NC’s.

	13. Reports from County Councillors
	The consultation for the merging of East and West Sussex Fire Services has been put on hold and will not be voted for in the December meeting as first planned.  It was considered that there are not significant benefits in merging the services.
A meeting has approved a decision to spread the cuts to the Youth Services over 4 years rather than 3.  All youth clubs in Horsham will have their funding withdrawn.  The expectation is that the Youth Clubs will be taken over by voluntary organisations.  DC recommends DNC write to HDC expressing concern at the possibility of closure of the Needles Youth Club and asking what the options are.
Worthing Road between the Sainsburys Roundabout and Tanbridge Park was closed for resurfacing tonight (17/11/11).

Traffic Calming works to Hills Farm Lane has now been put back to 2013-14.  DS has been exchanging emails with WSCC to see how we can bring this back into focus.  It has been held back due to issues with the design of the Hills Farm Lane/Guildford Road junction.

East Street Temporary Road Closure is not going to be able to proceed before New Year.  DNC to advise D Sheldon of preferred times for East Street Closure

Causeway residents have been corresponding with D Sheldon regarding the proposed resurfacing of the Causeway.

Infrastructure Levy from WSCC to fund works to improve the Boars Head junction and to provide secure cycle storage in the town centre.
	JA to write to HDC regarding cuts to Youth Services and timescales.

	14. Reports from District Councillors
	LD mentioned the closure of Broadbridge Heath Leisure Centre but as it is not in DNC area did not go into detail.
There will be a meeting held to look into options for returning the Old Town Hall to Community use.
	

	15.Next Meeting Date
	15th December 2011 
	


Signed:_______________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________________________
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