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DENNE NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCIL
Clerk: Miss Jenny Hartley. 88 Rusper Road, Horsham. RH12 4BN

Phone: 07814 788407. email: denneneighbourhoodclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th December 2011  at 7pm at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, Horsham. RH12 1SL

	Item Number
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
	Meeting opened at 7pm everyone welcomed by the Chairman.

Present:, Jane Apostolou (JA), Trudie Mitchell (TM), Martin Bruton (MB), Eva King (EK), Ian Botting (IB) and Emma Ford (EF)
Also present:  Interested parties : Mike Powel, Judy and Gianni Lozzi. Also present:  Cllr Sheldon (HDC & WSCC), Cllr Dennis (ND) and Clerk to the Council – Jenny Hartley.
Apologies received from: Cllr Haigh (HDC), Cllr Holmes (HDC), Gaby Day (interested party in DNC) and Lynn Barton (LB) .
JA informed Members the Local PCSO had been invited to this mneeting, however would only attend should he not be assigned to a Police matter.
	

	2. Approval of Minutes from last meeting  17.11.11
	Proposed: EK  . Seconded:  MB
Signed by the Chairman.
	

	3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
	Needles Bus Shelter base is being chased for completion.
Letters sent to Network and Southern rail re: lack of pay stations
Road signs chased with HDC for Old Mill Meads and Wimblehurst Road.

JA has asked the other NC’s for thoughts on having the word ‘Horsham NC’ in their title. This will be discussed further in January 2012.
	

	4. Finance (JA)
	Current balance: £3816.33. Cheques being issued this month £80 for quartley rent of this room. WSCC Payroll salary abd payroll fee. JA has the reimbursement for DNC for £120 for the Action Plan – HTCP have now received their set up fee.
JA has also submitted a claim for £18.99 for ink cartidge.
	

	5. On-going issues:
	
	

	    5.1 Roads and Rangers
	Shopping trolleys issue had been passed to the HDC Wardens to investigate further. The trolleys are dumped opposite Arunside.
Albion Rod roundabout is still on the list for works to be completed.
Steve Bicknell has been contacted by TM (Steve is thought to be the replacement for George Chisenga).
EF reported on Facebook there had been damage to a vehicle caused by the potholes opposite the Station Beefeater. It was noted these potholes have been marked for filling.
The cutting back of vegitation in Pondtail Road should have been completed by WSCC Highways.
JA has written to WSCC to investigate the possible opening times for East Street. The proposal is to open it from  8am to 11am, and also Nov to March open 4-7pm - closed at all other times.

DS reported the issue at present is the size of signage required to advertise this correctly. WSCC are given consideration to this proposal, and the experimental times. This is under consideration with WSCC Highways.

17th & 24th December 2011 – East Street will be closed for Christmas Events. There are fireworks planned  17th, starts at 4pm, fireworks at 4.45pm.

JA informed Memners of the recent correspondence received from a resident from the Causeway in relation to 20mph speed limits.
DS stated that although it may be somewhat easier to obtain a 20mph speed limit, however, the Police are unable to enforce it. TM and Judy will work on this issue and report back at the Jan meeting
	TM & Judy to read through this document and report back at the Jan meeting.

	    5.2  Section 106
	TM stated there was no further update at present.
JA reported at the Nov DNC meeting, DNC agreed to support Cllr Dennis application for the Springboard Buddies project – this letter has been submitted.
Community Infrastructure Levy meeting – still waiting for Tom Crowley (HDC) to confirm a meeting.
	

	    5.3 DNC Website
	EF reported there has been comments via Horsham Facebook Page – in relation to BBH Leisure Centre closure, the recent water leak etc.
Severe Weather Conditions Leaftlet has been added to the website.
Senior Persons Council Meeting Dates to be added to the website.
	Clerk to send a copy of the Senior Persons Council meeting dates to EF

	5.4 Town Centre Walkabout - EK
	EK updated Members of the Town Centre Walkabout that had taken place recently. The walkabout had been a success. It was noted the Musuem may relocate to Park House in the future.
There were lenghty discussions in relation to future Town buildings/demolishion and signage. The meeting had been very positive.
DS stated WSCC has put aside a budget to bolster econimic growth. District Councils have been asked to submit their requests to WSCC. Further discussions are to be ongoing.
DS suggested DNC should write to Ray Lee at (HDC) to express DNC’s wish to be consultated in the proposals for spending the WSCC £500,000 budget injection.
It was noted during the Town Walk About the Christmas Lights in the Carfax had been vandalised. Garry Mortimor-Cook suggested the NC’s could consider a press release/publicity informing people of this.


	JA to write to Ray Lee (HDC) re: Consultation/WSCC funds available

	5.5 Horsham in Bloom - EK
	EK attended the recent meeting. HiB has a concern that clearing of The Riverside Walk may cause damage to the plants.
EK, Judy and Evan Giles met recently and discussed issues relating to Horsham Park. One outcome of this meeting was the issues relating to Tennis Court hire and inexpensive ways of showing hire times. Evan Giles also agreed there is a need to make changes to the appearance of the tennis court area. 
North Street flower beds are also under review with the possibility of more permanent planting. It was discussed at this meeting that over a period of time, teams of volunteers could be responsible for he upkeep of certain roads/beds etc – similar to Green Gym.
	EK and Judy will continue to progress with these issues at future meetings.

	5.6 Future Prosperity of Horsham Town Workshop/Response to Town Planning Document.
	TM and MB had attended this recent workshop. The report had been submitted to Members ahead of thismeeting.

MB reported that if a Town Planning Document is in place, this can be used along side responses to planning applications for the Town. 
	

	5.7 Dressed for Success - Award
	TM reported that all NC’s are now on board with this award. Members were asked for idea’s on a first prize award to the value of £75. It was suggested the fund could be awarded for use towards advertising/printing.
TM reported their appears to be fractious relationships between Market Stall Holders and HDC/Aldriges.

Discussions also took place regarding press releases for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize.
	

	6. HTCP
	HTCP are proceeding with improvements to the Riverside Walk as their first project. A management team has been set up to progress with this first project.The sectionof the walk from Redford Drive to Guildford Road will be the initial stage.Widening to the path and improvements to the path are being costed with a view to it being used by pedestriancs and cyclists at this point, to help with integration of joined up cycling routes – it is only this section of the walk proposed for combined use.
Benches, information boards and improved signage are also being costed. It is hoped the walk will become more of a linear nature reserve, culminating at Warnham Nature Reserve.
One of the team is investigating ways of obtaining funding, and working with Howard Collins at HDC.
the next meeting of the team is 23.1.12. The team is made up of reps from Tristar, HDC Health Walks, Green Gym, Horsham Cycling Forum, horsham in Bloom, Boldings Brook Conservation Group and Hills Farm Lane Conservation group.
The person coming forward to run the HYPRE Group has met with the group a couple of times and is keen to take this on. HYPER are keen to become members HTCP and are now compiling a list of projects for 2012 – one of which is better lighting in Horsham Park. HTCP and HYPER could work together on this.
Awaiting a meeting to be set up  for improvements to North Street Subway – Diane is leading on this.
The grant from HDC has now been banked and so JA will organise re-imbursement to DNC for £120 for the graphic work of the Action Plan.FNC will be reimbursed for legal fees paid of £490.
HTCP will receive a annual grant of £500 from HDC for compliation and updating of a database of Neighbourhood Parade businesses. More information is requireed from HDC on this issue. Website  set up in progesssing.
	

	7. Carfax Notice Board
	JA reported the NC’s have agreed on the proposal for shared use of the Carfax Notice Board. Michael (TNC) is organising a map showing the area’s covered by each NC’s.
	

	8. Correspondence & Letters Sent
	Report sent ahead of the meeting.
	

	 9. Chairmans Report
	JA reported on the following:
Garry MC at HDC is aware that DNC are in favoour of keeping funding for the Christmas Lights from Special Charge at the same as present - £14500. This is for 2012, with a view to reassess for the period 2013. It isplanned to invovle the NC’s more in the design of the lighting scheme, and also for HDC to consider working with another local town such as crawley for tendering together. No further news in relation to NHPC contributing to the lighting scheme.
HDC have confirmed the funding for the Tourist Leaflet did come from the Special Charge as there had been some confusion. All 3 NC’s are in favour of another year of reprinting and distribution to be covered under the existing budget. HDC still await a response from NHPC on this issue. DNC has requested from Garry MC (HDC) how much trade and visitor time has come out of the leaflet.
DNC responded to the WSCC Sustainable Travel Draft to say they are in favour of proposals. This relates mainly to improvements for cycling and cycling storage in town.
DNC members were copied on the response sent by JA to Clare Ebelewicz at HDC regarding Youth Services. If the cuts go ahead, the only youth Club in Horsham will be Hurst Road. The planned cuts are for a budget reduction of £2m
Discussions took place regarding the need for Youth Club facilities. It was resolved the DNC would support a meeting  of DNC/HTCP Reps with the Needles MC, along with Cllr Roger Arthur to discuss further.
Next Horsham Cycle Forum meeting is 31.1.12 at 7pm in Council Chamber to discuss how to proceed for Needed improvements to the cycling network. MB to attend on behalf of DNC.
Recent Bus Partnership meeting held on 24.11.11. Items discussed – Capacity of Horsham Town Bus Station and need for expansion with this being a possibility if any developments in the area is considered.Discussions took place regarding the Blackhorse Way crossing, and the dangers relating to pedestrians stepping out.. The continual flow in pedestrians causes buses to become delayed. It is uncertain if users of Blackhorse Way understand it is a 2 was road. Discussions took place relating to the need for barriers at the pedestrian crossing – possibly allowing a right of way except when a bus is coming.
Ian Botting kindly responded to the HDC questionaire for Anti Social Behaviour.
JA sent Garry MC (HDC) and email re: the panned axing of the Autumn Fair and the strength of public opinion. No response yet.
Meeting of the NC Chairs and Vice-Chairs took place with Tom Crowley  & Robert Nye (HDC) on 10.11.11 – notes sent to DNC members.
JA and MB attended a meeting with HDC Planning Officers regarding the application for Linden House. HDC planning officers have been in discussions with the architects over the last 18 months regagrding the design, however it is still felt this does not address the fact that this is a landmark building and should have architectural merit. It is felt the scale of the proposed building is inappropriate from the perspective of Albion Way and Maderia Avenue. There is no designated entrance and could be difficult/dangerous for residents to enter, especially if they have a buggy or with a pushchair. There are 2 retail outlets planned for the ground level, but it is questionable if these would recive enough footfall.
HDc are going back to the architects to open further dialogue in relation to the above comments, and also the fact there is insufficient parking allocation. Further inprovements were also requested to the street scape along Albion Way by making the retail units more café style – especially as the Future Prosperity of Horsham is addressing Albion Way to make this more of a boulevard environment.
	

	10. Reports from Sub-Committees:
10.1 Planning (JA)
	LB had sent apologies in advance of this meeting. List of reponses read out by JA.
Appeal against 28 Wimblehurst Road – this appeal has been allowed.
DNC had received a letter from DPDS Consulting relating to Neighbourhood Planning. LB had stated should DNC wish to consider a NP, there would be no harm in inviting DPDS Consulting to a future DNC meeting to present, however time constraints in time may mean DNC cannot prepare a plan.

	JA to invite DPDS to a future DNC meeting.

	10.2 West of Horsham Development – (TM)
	TM updated Members on the following: The North access route is well underway. The service pipes are now in place under the bridge.
DNC & HDC have worked together to have steps put in place at the temporary entranceRiverside Walk.
TM updated on all the current activity talking place, and the forthcoming meetings scheduled to take place.
The Bus Shelter has been chased up  for people who wish to use  buses heading into town.
Traffic calming for Hills Farm Lane are on hold at present – TM has asked for an update on the current situation.
Warnham Resevior – The Stakeholders were unawre of the flooding issues in this area, this was highlighted at the recent meeting. The Environment Agency and HDC have been sent reminders from TM for a response on this issue.
Windrum Close – DNC objected to this application.
	Clerk to send a copy of the objection letter (Windrum Close) to all DNC Members.

	10.3 Police (EF)
	EF reported there has been no further meetings of the Neighbourhood Police Group.

	

	11. Members Questions and Comments
	GL reported to Members the issues relating to the crossroads with Ashleigh/Gordon Road and also the parking along Ashleigh Road/buses that need to stop. Vehicles are also parked in Fay Road, and this causes visability issues. 
DNC has requested in the past that the parking is limited to assist with the visability.

JA reported there is a request for S106 monies for anti-skid strips for this cross roads, and also speed signage to ensure motorists are aware of the dangers.
Cllr Dennis reported this area is under review over the next two years within the WSCC  CPZ report.
	

	12. Reports from County Councillors
	Cllr Sheldon reported Robert Nye had resigned from HDC. BBH Leisure centre future and the Town Hall will be discussed tomorrow evening at Council.
Works to begin on Bishopbric (cracked slabs outside the Travel Lodge) through to Blackhorse way, Carfax and Causeway.
Cllr Dennis reported WSCC Highways had submitted an objection in relation to the Linden House application. Cllr Dennis raised issued relating to the proposed access via Maderia Avenue.
Cuts to Bus Services are continuing.
Youth Services are still under review in relation to cuts.
Flooding in Hurst Road area had been noticed recently during the heavy rainfall. It was noted there will be new lights for the subway.
The Railway refurbishments are underway. It has been noted more pedestrians are crossing in front of the The Station Beefeater as opposed to the Pedestrian Crossing. S106 monies allocated to Colleyrs recently.
	

	13. Reports from District Councillors
	See above.
	

	14. Next meeting date 
	Next meeting date: Thursday 19th January 2012 at  7pm
Meeting closed at :  21.20pm


	


Signed:_______________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________________________
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