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DENNE NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCIL

Clerk: Miss Jenny Hartley. 88 Rusper Road, Horsham. RH12 4BN

Phone: 07814 788407. email: denneneighbourhoodclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th February 2011 at 7pm at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, Horsham. RH12 1SL

	Item Number
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
	Meeting opened and everyone welcomed by Chairman.

Present: J. Apostolou,  E. Ford,  J Howbery-Gale, T.Mitchell, E Ford and Eva King
Cllr D Holmes (HDC Cllr) and Cllr David Sheldon (HDC/WSCC Cllr)
Visitor : Mr Brian & Mrs Dominica Kunz – potential new members to DNC following the recent DNC newsletter advert.
Apologies received from: L. Barton and M Bruton.

	

	2. Approval of Minutes from last meeting 20.01.11
	Proposed: JHG
Seconded: EF
Signed by the Chairman: J. Apostolou
	

	3. Matters Arising from the Minutes
	John Marder HDC has been contacted from HDC re: Meadow Planting and asked to attend the March DNC meeting.
HDC have only just received the letter regarding the dangerous pavements in the snowy weather. This was due to an issue with the Royal Mail.
WSC Times news article – Face book and twitter addresses to be added along with the updated Clerks email address. All members agreed to the article being published.
Greg Charman letter sent by JA.

Chris Carey HDC re: copy into car park report – is awaiting signing off.

Farthing advertising board – Val Cheeseman from HDC has confirmed Social Housing is included – email sent to Members.
	

	4. Finance
	Balance of the account is £2808.52.
Credit for £27 from meadow planting from last year. No update from HDC on this funding.

JA chairman course £40 + £8 vat (should have been £80, however reduced to half price).

Clerk to obtain the SLCC course information to send to Members.

Church Cheques for the hall have not been cashed since November – Clerk to chase.
	 

	5. On-going issues:
	
	.

	    5.1 NC’s Emergency Plan
	TM – A joint NC meeting with Tony Skelding at HDC had been held earlier today. Tony Skelding requires a list of Shelters and retirement homes/gated communities for the DNC area as there is no definitive list. Info to TM or Clerk.
Discussions took place with Tony Skelding regarding the main areas for gritting. Also noted was the area that had not been gritted – from the town centre to the Capitol Theatre. Apparently Royal Sun Alliance 
is responsible for this. DNC requested Tony Skelding ensures RSA carry out their responsibilities.

Tony Skelding will revise the Emergency Plan and send to us for approval with maps.


	

	    5.2 Flooding & Drainage Survey
	TM carried out a recent walk of the Tanbridge area and identified the areas subject to flooding. WSCC are mostly only interested in properties subject to flooding as opposed to land.
	

	    5.3 Winter Management Plan
	Meeting with WSCC highways suggested the link to the winter maintance plan on the website. This would include guidelines for the amount of grit that should be used. Also, include this information in any autumn newsletter produced from WSCC. Roads are gritted on priority – more roads are gritted when there is frost and ice – priority 1, 2 & 3, whereas during snow means only priority 1 and 2 routes are gritted.
Hippo bags are only delivered when there are 2 days of snow – not just when there is a flurry of snow. 
	

	    5.4 Section 106
	The Clerk has requested a copy of the report from Howard Collins, however this has not yet been received – this could have been related to the recent email issues between the Clerk and HDC addresses.
HDC Cllr David Holmes informed Members he has been trying to urge HDC to consult the NC’s when there is planned development in the area. Also, if they have not heard from the NC, HDC should chase for a response.

DH is still chasing the issue relating to Community Facilities/Open Space and Recreation and Section106 funds allocation. This is an important issue to follow up on.
Applications for spending Section 106 monies are put to the planning obligations panel for decision.

JA explained the Section 106 procedures to Mr & Mrs Kunz.
DNC were encouraged to look at the reports for Community Facilities, however the funding for Open Space and Recreation does not appear to be listed, yet is often of substantially higher value. It is worth asking the question when funding is needed.
There are issues with planned changes to this system, which will bring new rules to the Section 106.
DH will try to obtain a list of Section 106 funds available. DNC were encouraged to raise this issue with HDC also.
	DH will try to obtain a list of Section 106 funds available. DNC were encouraged to raise this issue with HDC also.


	    5.5 Roads and Rangers
	TM updated on the meeting with WSCC Highways Northern held today. The improvements to the Worthing Road/Staples Roundabout are planned for financial year 2012. The red bricks are to be removed (which shouldn’t be driven on) and replaced with new simple markings.
Albion way road markings – issues relating to the current arrows on the road for left and right turns. A straight ahead arrow cannot be added as the straight ahead direction is for Sainsbury’s only and this is private lane.

Pondtail Road – a TRO is required and only 3 are issued per year by WSCC. DNC have been advised to look into this via CLC (County Local Committee).
Richmond Road – a request has been sent for paving to be added alongside the railway line, as crossing the road in 2 places is difficult and dangerous.

Paving along Hills Farm Lane is scheduled to go ahead, however no reference number allocated yet.

Hurst Road & Englefield – the water does not drain away during wet weather. Drains are due to be flushed out imminently, as this is completed once a year. 

EF reported the flood area under the railway bridge near to Pets at Home almost covers the whole carriageway causing vehicles to swerve to the opposite carriageway to avoid. TM to investigate.
Overgrown vegetation – Highways will only clear if the vegetation is over a third of the area, or where the path is a metre wide. TM has informed WSCC Highways of the current vegetation issues.
Thanks extended to TM for her continuing work in the Hills Farm Area and all her hard work relating to Highways and Footpaths.

JA suggested that the DNC should potentially section the area they are responsible for and each member take responsibility to check for over grown vegetation and other highways issues to report.
	EF reported the flood area under the railway bridge near to Pets at Home which is covering the whole carriageway. TM to investigate.



	5.6 Horsham Town Community   Partnership Update

5.7 Update on Clerk email address 
	The core group gave a presentation to HDC on 24th January 2011. Present were HDC Councillors and other interested parties. The notes from this meeting have been forwarded to DNC Members. The group have gained support from not only HDC and its Councillors, but also backing from the community. 
It is felt that following on from this meeting and presentation the HTCP group now have a mandate to move forward. There is a timetable in place for the group to work to.  HDC have ear marked £5,000 for set up funding to help with legal expenses, advertising, hall hire and stationary etc.
On 17.03.11 there will be a presentation to the NHPC at their full council meeting to hopefully enlist them into being represented on the HTCP.
20.03.11 sees the end of this consultation process. Arrangements are underway for consultation with hard to reach groups and ethnic minorities to complete the consultation process.
22.03.11 is the next Core Group meeting.
During April 2011 there are plans to hold volunteer workshops to work on the issues raised through the consultations and get these into actions.
May 2011 – Follow up workshop with volunteers.
18th June 2011 Launch to coincide with the Human Nature Garden in the Park and Community Safety Day in Hurst Road Fire Station.
EF informed there is an on-going issue with all the DNC Yahoo email accounts and certain emails – in particular the HDC emails. New Google account set up in the interim for the Clerk to use to ensure we receive the relevant correspondence.
EF has updated the website completely. Requests for photographic images – particularly for the Christmas lights to be sent to Facebook and Twitter are up and running. EF will arrange a training session for the use of Facebook and Twitter for members.
	EF will arrange a training session for the use of Facebook and Twitter for members


	 5.8 Notice Board in Car Fax
	The Carfax notice board has been finally repaired and will be painted in due course.
	

	 5.9 Tree Walks
	JA explained to Mr and Mrs Kunz how Michael McCabe assists DNC with tree applications. 
	

	6. New Members
	Intro’s made to Mr & Mrs Kunz.
JA explained how DNC act similarly to a Parish Council, however NC’s do not have the same statutory obligations as a PC.

NC’s cover all the same issues such as: planning applications, Youth Centre, Police Panels, litter issues, Highways and Footpaths etc, NC’s are a consultative body. The profile of NC’s has been raised over the last few years.
There are 3 NC’s in Horsham. Denne, Trafalgar and Forest.  DNC has  approx 4000 houses in our area. 
Mr Kunz has previously worked for stockbroker companies.
Mrs Kunz has previously worked in Admin/customer service industries/computing/and teaching IT training.

JA stated that DNC are involved in issues such as West of Horsham Development, Town Centre Christmas Lights, and Markets Forum.
	EF

MB

JA & TM

	7. Correspondence & Letters sent
	In addition to the list circulated:
Clarification on Farthings hill signage has been received from HDC
Licensing application for Phillipo’s restaurant

Footpath closure notice from WSCC. JHG stated there may be issues for walkers when this footpath is closed. WSCC/HDC Cllr Cllr David Sheldon stated there will still be access (there must be alternative access before a closure is put in place or there will a breach of their conditions. The footpath will be reinstated following the completion of the works.
Cllr David Sheldon updated on Stonebridge Court and the land ownership. WSCC can ask who removed the fencing, however this is privately owned, and therefore WSCC has no powers to enforce replacement of the fencing. 
	Footpath Stoppage – TM will draft a letter.
DS will investigate the fencing issue relating to Stonebridge Court.

	8. Chairman’s Report
 

	DNC received an email from a resident, highlighting concerns over anti-social behaviour and the current state of the vacant flats at Stonebridge Court, Blackbridge Lane.
With the help of Cllr David Sheldon and Planning, the owner made contact and said he is happy for any further incidents to be reported. He is trying to progress the refurbishment of these flats and redevelopment of the garage lots.

Planning permission has been granted at the development to turn 8 garages into flats.

HDC are aware of our concerns and have stated that an ‘Untidy Site Order’ could be placed if necessary, however this would give the owner the right to appeal. HDC are also making a note of the unoccupied flats for the ‘bringing back empty homes into use programme’.

The Chairman had recently attended a Chairmanship course run by the SLCC. The Clerk had costed up several publications notes to be considered useful to Councils, and The Chairman also gave members details of WSCC run courses for future reference.

Nick Costin met with Jane and Trudie last week to discuss his concerns relating to the flooding in the Hills Farm Lane area. Nick Costin is going to liaise with local residents to see if other can help communicate these issues and engage in further dialogue with HDC and Berkeleys.
HALC meeting dates: 16.03.11 and their AGM is on 24.05.11. A DNC volunteer was requested to attend this  meeting and let either the Chairman or Clerk know.
DNC received an email from Evan Giles at HDC relating to an accident in the Park at the weekend. The ‘head to head collision’ during a football match resulted in a man having to be air lifted to St Thomas’ hospital in London.

DNC members have been copied on an email from Evan Giles regarding the initial thoughts for a table tennis table in the Park and Forum. Members were asked to let the Chairman know their thoughts on this suggestion.

DNC requires a member to become a Park Representative – please let the Chairman or Clerk know if you are interested.

Comments regarding the Table Tennis idea’s to JA. DNC may need to have a Park Representative, to assist with these issues and meetings.

JA and TM could meet with Evan Giles regarding all the issues discussed so far regarding the Table Tennis .Any further suggestions to JA and TM to take to Evan Giles. Discussions took place regarding the Forum, and members feel the Forum would not be an acceptable place for a table tennis table.

West Street Clock Campaign – discussions took place regarding the recent article by Christian Mitchell regarding the removal of the West Street Clock.

Cllr David Sheldon informed members the clock is not a historical part of the town, however it was agreed DNC would write and request a clock to be left in place of the original one.
Draft Interim Report Statement- DNC is nearer the Southwater Development. The HDC need a clear plan to meet the housing need. HDC prefers to have a plan rather than developers apply to build wherever they like. Cllr David Holmes stated it would not be an issue if DNC do not comment as it is not in our area. 


	HALC meeting dates – a request for a member to attend. Let JA or Clerk know.

	9. Reports from Sub-Committees
	
	

	9.1 Planning (J Apostolou)
	Report sent as to Members with meeting papers. Lynn Barton has agreed to take over the planning as lead for DNC. 
Clerk chasing the response from Peter Harwood regarding the Kings Head for a site visit and copy of the report from Catherine Jeeter. Her report showed it would not be detrimental to the building to remove it. Request David Sheldon to contact Peter Harwood regarding a site visit, also copy Rod Brown on any emails if necessary. Discussions took place regarding the need to understand the staircase and listed building. English Heritage should be involved in this issue. 
List of planning sent with the Agenda – include more detail relating to the property and application.
	Request David Sheldon to contact Peter Harwood regarding a site visit. 

	9.2 West of Horsham Development
	TM updated there on the meeting in March to discuss the traffic calming which is an on-going discussion. DNC have been asked to stay involved in this issue which is useful.
Since the meeting with the Environmental Agency, DNC are still awaiting the report.

Tree removal in Hills Farm Lane for access road to take place shortly.
Temporary access from A24 – 27th March

Site infrastructure – early May

Building structure  - June

Once a construction team are in place the contact information will be advised.

Jane Jackie and TM are visiting a Berkely site in Haywards Heath soon.
	

	9.3 Needles (J Howberry Gale)
	£300 secured from Saxon Weald for the running of the afterschool club until the summer. Garden scheduled to start in May 2011.
	

	9.4 Police (E Ford)
	Nothing to report.
	

	10. Members Questions & Comments
	 JHG 
1. Discussions relating to East Street being used by vehicles – including taxi’s using this driving through
2. Planters being vandalised and being used for cigarette bins. The butts will long term block the drains and cause issues.
3. No litter bins in East Street. 

4. HDC will not allow restaurants to have tables and chairs outside in East Street . DH stated he understood the issue is relating to Licensing requiring the table and chairs to be taken in after 9,30pm in the evening.
DNC to write to Tom Leighton and support the tables and chairs to be left outside. State there is an issue relating to the use of tables and chairs in East Street – as for clarification/explanation.
5. Why is there no water in the Swan in the Swan Walk.

TM stated Highways Northern are not impressed with the drainage in East Street.

TM – Railway Station. Still in contact with many divisions and it appears they understand there are issues relating to the current state of the toilets. It has emerged that part of the building is a Listed Building, so this complicates issues. We should have a further update in March.

On 7th March at 10.30am – there are 4 spaces to attend the Virador recycling site in Ford. EF will drive, Members encouraged to attend. TM to email all the information to Members.
	DNC to write to Tom Leighton and support the tables and chairs to be left outside. State there is an issue relating to the use of tables and chairs in East Street – as for clarification.
Also include the issues relating to vehicles/Bins etc.

Letter to Jill Buchanan re: Swan Walk

	11. Reports from County Councillors
	 David Sheldon had to leave the meeting at 8.25pm. No further updates than what covered earlier in the meeting.
	

	12. Reports from District Councillors
	DH – Station update. Meeting on 9th February which DNC may have not received their invitation to. TM will look into this.
DH stated this contact Pieter Wilke (Pieter.wilke@southern railway.com) is the person in charge of this project.

DH will establish if it is going ahead and advise. If it does go ahead, works should start in April.
The Council budget agreed last night. Budget £30m expenditure. £1.9 is to be cut out every year for the next 4 years. This is the equivalent of 60 people. Approved was £6k for a Tourist Leaflet from the Special Charge. There is no increase in the ‘per household’ costs.
The West of Horsham – the big failing in the whole system is that the Cllrs involved in the planning are not well informed. DH has agreement for all the Cllrs involved to be properly briefed on all the details, and this will include a further meeting for Cllrs 
Horsham Community District Partnership Conference will be on 4th April – 4.30pm onwards – further details to follow. This is to review the priorities etc.

Promotion of the Town needs to be streamlined and this is being looked into. HDC will take action to make sure all Horsham Action Groups and Partnership groups are working together.

Budget for the year that is just finished HDC has hoped to out £400k back into reserves. However £1.4m has been taken out of the budget. This is currently being investigated by HDC as a serious matter.

Thanks extended to DH.
	

	13. Next meeting date 
	Thursday 17th March 2011 at 7pm – TM may Chair this meeting as JA not available.
DH apologies for 17.3.11. John HG last meeting.

Copy Mr and Mrs Kunz into the next meeting – and then consider if they wish to join DNC.


	



Signed:_______________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________________________
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