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DENNE NEIGHBOURHOOD COUNCIL

Clerk: Miss Jenny Hartley. 88 Rusper Road, Horsham. RH12 4BN

Phone: 07814 788407. email: denneneighbourhoodclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of DNC held on Thursday 21st July at 7pm at Horsham Unitarian Church, Worthing Road, Horsham. RH12 1SL

	Item Number
	Minute Detail
	Action

	1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence
	Meeting opened at 7.07pm everyone welcomed by Chairman.

Present: Jane Apostolou (JA) , Trudie Mitchell (TM),  Ian Botting (IB), Eva King (EK) Martin Bruton (MB) and  Lynn Barton, (LB).

Also present: Cllr Dennis.

Apologies received from: Emma Ford (EF),  Cllr Holmes, Cllr Sheldon & Cllr Haigh.

Clerk to the Council – Jenny Hartley
	

	2. Election of Chairman
	Jane Apostolou was duly elected as Chairman of DNC for the period  2011/12
	

	3. Election of Vice Chairman
	Trudie Mitchell was duly elected a Vice Chairman of DNC for the period  2011/12
	

	4. Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer
	Lynn Barton was duly appointed Treasurer  of DNC for the period 2011/2012
	

	5. Appointment of other officers
	N/A
	

	6. Approval of Minutes of 2010 AGM (15.4.10)
	Proposed . LB Seconded: EK
	

	7. Matters arising from the 2010 AGM minutes
	Nil
	

	8. Chairman’s report
	Since the last AGM, DNC’s Membership has changed slightly. John Howberry-Gale and Jackie Hutchinson, after almost a decade each of being part of DNC have retired.

Their help and expertise in being involved in DNC matters has been invaluable. As so with Ronald Vimpany who stepped down DNC due to health reasons.

We are now being joined by new Members: Ian Botting bringing new skills which we will hopefully be tapping into as Ian settles into being a member of DNC - particularly as Ian is part of the Wof H development group.

Jenny Hartley has also joined us as our DNC Clerk in replacing Helen Whittington. Helen has moved onto pursuing her musical career and I know we wish her every success in the future.

Jenny has brought with her Parish Clerk skills which is proving most useful and she is doing a great job in keeping us informed on all fronts. At present our portfolios are as follows:

Planning: LB (Chairman), JA, EF and MB.
West of Horsham (WofH) – TM (Chairman), IB, EK and JA.

Finance – LB
HALC – LB
CLC – LB
Highways, Footpaths  -TM
S106 – TM
Police Panel Rep – EF
Web Manager and Sid co-ordinator – EF

Michael McCabe – although not officially part of DNC, also ably represents us on Horsham in Bloom and acts as out Tree Warden looking at tree applications for us.
After the dissolving of FOHP last year, DNC have been in discussion with HDC Parks Dept to take on the consultative role of this group as the park falls in our area.

A Memo of Understanding has now been approved and adopted between us. Our first example of this role has taken place in the Parks Dept wishing to install a table tennis table in the Park funded by S106 monies and sports grants. We have carried out consultations with the public and other NC’s and the feedback from these consultations have been positive. The Table Tennis Table will be installed this year.

It is noticeable that following the Memorandum of understanding that HDC consult us formally on all issues and our twice-yearly meetings with Tom Crowley (CEO) and the Leader of the Council continue to take place.

The outline planning for 1044 houses at the WofH was approved in 2010. The 1st phase of development has now been granted detailed planning permission. The construction access road off the A24has been formed and work will start shortly on the Hills Farm Lane bridge into the site. Although the formal WofH group meetings with HDC and Berkeley’s have ceased, we are still progressing with on-going liaison with Berkley’s, HDC, the Hills Farm Lane Nature Conservation Group and local residents.

This is to ensure we get the best out of the site and help in working effectively to keep Berkeley’s on side to maintain minimal disruption to the community. TM is doing a great job leading our DNC team.

TM is also doing an excellent job as our Roads  Representative and has put in much hard work in completing the DNC part of the Emergency Plan and WSCC Winter Management Plan.

LB has done a thoroughly efficient job as out DNC Treasurer and had now taken on board the Chair of the Planning Sub- Committee most ably.

MB continues to do great work in helping get our DNC newsletter up and running and with putting together occasional columns for the local papers.

EF has most ably updated our DNC website and has put us on Facebook and Twitter too. EF attends the Police Panel Meeting for us, although the Neighbourhood ones seem to have collapsed, the Town meeting is very pro-active.

Unfortunately the SID equipment has been out of action due to re-assessment of siting’s, therefore EF has been unable to arrange any SID sessions for DNC.

During this year East Street was re-opened after re-paving and part pedestrianisation. There are still issues over vehicles having to use the street for deliveries, access and disabled access.

The Town Christmas Lights were funded totally this year by the Special Charge, business contribution and charity contribution. The lights were successful and well accepted and will hopefully get better each year.

The Horsham Town Community Partnership is now formally progressing after consultations with residents  and has been  given a mandate to move forward from residents, HDC and HDC Town Councillors. The HTCP have been promised £5000 start up funding from HDC. HTCP is represented by 3 NC’s, Horsham in Bloom, Horsham Society and hopefully in  due course NHPC (North Horsham Parish Council), as well as representation from other groups. The HTCP can address issues by applying for grants that the individual groups would not be eligible for. HTCP by no-way replaces these groups, but works with them.

The NC’s took part in a Special Charge review last year and from this we were in favour of a Town Tourist Leaflet being funded by the Special Charge, which will be ready for distribution shortly.

Other issues we have been involved in are: ‘The Future Prosperity of Horsham’ workshop, improvements to Horsham Railway Station, The Horsham Town Markets Working Group and helping in sponsoring a ‘ Best Windows Shield’ for town shops at Christmas.

In this past year we have seen drastic cuts in Government and Local Government spending, plus the introduction of the new Localism Bill. These will be testing times, but by all sectors of the community working together we can work through the hard times to a brighter future.
	

	9. Financial Report
	Add LB report
	


Financial Report 2010/2011 

Income 

Opening Balance   £2099.12 – verified by independent examiner

HDC Grant               £4701.00

H Whittington

Laptop/printer       £   120.00 (sale)

 

Total                          £6920.12

  

Expenditure

 Clerk

H Whittington       £2058.00

J Hartley                 £1400.00

 

Church                     £ 162.00 note: There was an increase in fee in September 2010 to £20 from £15.50 – the church have not banked their cheques since November 2010 – Jen at last meeting to chase this up with them. In view of this we decided not to issue any more cheques until this is sorted so we haven’t paid since February 2011 – therefore there is an accrued debt of £20 for the financial year 2010/2011.

 

Stationary/Sundries £218.10 (including £90.43 for website)

 

Courses (Jane)          £ 48.00

 

Newsletter delivery £216.00

 

HIB                               £117.50

 

HDC Meadow

Planting                        £ 150.00 note: There is a small credit to be carried forward to 2012/2013 - exact amount minuted last month.

  

Donation to H Whittington’s laptop £30.00

 repair

                                        

Total                               £4399.60

 

 

 

Balance carried forward to 2011/2012    £2520.52

 

General note  : We are to investigate moving clerk to salaried status 

                       Grant for 2011/2012 to remain same – not as yet received by Treasurer 
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